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NILES CANYON . ALTAMONT CANYON . SAN RAMON VALLEY 


Sunday, March 26, 1950 












“THE NOON DAYLIGHT" 


Train 97 with engine 4452, 4-8-4, emerging from the 
tunnel near Chatsworth, January 13, 1949 by D. Sims, 
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This publication issued Sunday, March 26th, on the 
occasion of the California Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society's first 1950 railfan excursion to Niles Canyon, 
Altamont Canyon and San Ramon Valley via the Southern 
Pacific Railroad, It is a joint publication of the 
society and THE WESTERN RAILROADER. 


The excursion is under: the general direction of Mr. 
Eldon Lucy for the society and Mr. Tom Norman for the 
Southern Pacific Company. 


Material for this souvenir publication written and 
edited by the staff of The Western Railroader under the 
supervision of Francis Guido, Editor. Subscription 
rates: Ten-issues for a-Dollar,. THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California, 


anal 


KEY SYSTEM SEEKS TO The Key System has announced it 

CUT BACK "A" LINE. will seek to abandon its “A” train 
east of Lake Merritt and substit- 

ute busses, The company claims that the change will save 

time and $500,000.00 in the cost of relocating the a 

line tracks over the 12th Street dam, Oakland officials 

are quoted as favoring the change as a step in the eventual 

removal of all rail lines. 


PORTLAND STREET CARS The three remaining street car lines 
END SERVICE FEB. 25TH in Portland, Oregon, ended service 

February 25th when the Council 
Crest, 23rd St., and Willamette Heights lines converted to 
busses, The Interurban lines still remain. 


SALT LAKE CITY NOTES: Bamberger Electric car 22 will be 
rebuilt with a low ceiling, but 
no other modern features, Diesel 570 is now in the shops 
for spring overhaul, -- Salt Lake Garfield & Western has 
scrapped two of its 13 open-air trailers and plan to scrap 
five more, -- Denver & Rio Grande Western has been running 
the Royal Gorge (numbers 1 and 2) and the Prospector (7 
and 8) as one train to Grand Junction, The Gorge has been 
nearly a deadhead train during the winter. Effective 
February 15th three vista dome cars were assigned to the 
Koyal Gorge. All through service is expected to be stream- 
lined by late summer,---Western Pacific's eastern division 
is now all diesel except for trains 1 and 2 (scheduled to 
be replaced by the Budd car). F.F. 
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Heading the train for part of the trip will be one 
of S.P."s 3500's. These 2-8-4, "Berkshire" engines were 
purchased from the Boston & Maine during the war, Shown 
above is 3502 as an oil burner. From the Collection of 
Fred Stindt,. 


DATA ON THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC'S "BERKSHIRES" 


These engines are Class B-l built by Lima Locomotive 
Works in 1928, They have 63" drivers, 274"x30" cylind- 
ers, light weight of 362,900 pounds, loaded weight of 
406,900 pounds and tractive effort of 66500 pounds. 

They were purchased by the Southern Pacific during 
the war from the Boston & Maine Railroad, They came as 
coal burners and were placed in service on the Rio Grande 
division which is the only coal burning division on the 
Southern Pacific. 

The S.P, is now in the process of converting all of 
this class to oil burners, he 3502 was converted on 
9/12/49, 3500 on 11/4/49 and the 3501 on 12/21/49, The 
others will follow shortly. 

It has been said that both the management and the 
crews like these engines which is probably the reason 
they are being converted instead of scrapped. 
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This view of 3505 shows how the 3500's looked as 
coal burners when they first came to the S.P.. From 
the collection of Fred Stindt, 


The following engines have been scrapped since the 
first of the year: 

2904 4-8-0 Portland, Oregon 1/6/50 

2930 4-8-0 Portland, Oregon 1/9/50 

3100 4-6-2 Portiand, Oregon 1/23/50 


The renumbering of passenger and freight diesels is 
now complete. In the passenger three-unit 6000 series, 
all lead units have been renumbered 6000-6017; all "B" 
or booster units have been renumbered 5900-5917, Another 
lead unit of 2000-h.p. has just been received and has 
been numbered 6018, This lone unit will be a relief as 
the lead units need shopping. 

The four unit freight locomotives of the 6100 class 
have been renumbered with the lead units as 6100-6239 and 
the booster units as 8000-8139, A four wnit freight f 
diesel might be numbered as follows: 6100-8000-8001-6101, 
Since the renumbering the following engines have been put 
in service: 

6240-8140-8141-6241 through 6258-8158-8159-6259 

Yet to be delivered are numbers up to and including : 
6294-894-8195-6295 on the present orders, i 





Five 4100 class cab-in-front mallets (4-8-8-2) have 
been assigned to the Tracy-Oakland or San Francisco run. 
This eliminates the need for helpers on Altamont pass. 


The Western Railroader ® Page Four 


ren 
bu 
sy: 


cor 
th 
le: 
Lis 
th 


ens 
dic 
Sor 
lis 


the 
ove 
the 
wil 
the 
reg 


i The We: 








he A 


is 


other 
as 


ass 
and 


101, 
put 





The S.P.'s 3800's are conventional cab-in-rear 
mallets due to the fact thet they burn coal, but may 
be converted to cab-in-front following conversion to 
oil now underway. This view of 3806 is from the 
collection of Fred Stindt, , 


Also now being converted to oil are the 3800's 
(3800-3811) 2-8-8-4's, These engines will probably 
remain on the Rio Grande division for the time being, 
but may in time find their way to other parts of the 
system, 

After the conversion of the above two classes is 
completed the 3400, 3401, 3409, 3410, 3415, 3420 and 
the 3425, all 2-8-0's, will be the only coal burners 
left on the Southern Pacific. These engines are in 
line for scrapping so when they are gone it will mean 
the end of coal burning on the Southern Pacific, 


The Southern Pacific is trying out diesel road 
engines on the Chico-Sterline City run and has had 
diesels in regular service on the Placerville branch, 
Some difficulty has been experienced in Oregon branch 
line service with derailments, 


The Southern Pacific has been adding Pullmans to 





jing 


the "Starlight" on weekends to take care of the "Lark" 


| overflow, The "Noon Daylight" is expected back on 


ave ff 


) the schedule in April, New equipment for the "Sunset" 


will release streamlined equipment for the "Starlight" 
thus permiting the original "Daylight" equipment to 
resume the "Noon Daylight" schedule, 
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McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD The McCloud River Railroad 
SCRAPS TWO STEAM ENGINES has sold its engines numbers 

15 and 17 for scrap during 
January, 1950, They were both Baldwin-built 2-8=2's 
the former being built in 1907 as #30851 and the latter 
in 1916 as #42912, C.S, Hogan, Master Mechanic 


PACIFIC GREAT EASTERN Engine 53 of the Pacific Great 
LOOSES ENGINE IN LAKE Eastern R.R. was struck by an 
avalanche near Craig Lodge on 
Seton Lake and fell in about 75 feet of water, No 
attempt will be made to salvage it, Some years ago the 
road lost its engine 56 at Anderson Lake. It was never 


recovered and on clear days it i 
reise Pm «aaa + He sag the engine can be 


SD&AE NOTES A freight diesel was used on a SD&AE freight 
recently resulting in reports of possible 
complete deiselization of the line, SD&AE is using advert- 
izements featuring its "Imperial" connections east, 
- Eric Sanders 


OROVILLE TO BE CENTER Oroville has been named as 
OF W.P. DIESEL OPERATION the center of maintenance 
and repair of diesel loco- 

7 motives on the Western Pacific. When the 

WESIERN dieselization program has been completed, 36 
= diesels will be stationed at Oroville and 
only special repair work will be done at the 
Sacramento shops, The passenger diesels will 
be serviced at Oroville after making a roundtrip from 
Oroville to Salt Lake City to Oakland and back to Oro- 
ville on the California Zephyr, The only steam 
engines now at Oroville are a few Mallets to be kept 
for emergencies, The four-unit diesels can pull 4000- 
tons through the Feather River canyon without stops, but 
the mallets are rated 3200-tons up-grade and must make 
two service stops. 


TENDER ADDED TO W.P. DIESEL The Western Pacific has 
split-up a number of its 

passenger diesels with head units being assigned to the 
Royal Gorge" and the booster units being used as spares, 
The single unit does not carry enough water for heating 
purposes so a former steam locomotive tender has been 
painted orange and silver and cut into the consist. The 
Santa Fe has five specially built “diesel heating tenders" 
in simular service, 





PAciFIC 


CARSON & COLORADO POSTER The 1950 Railroadians Poster 
is a map, roster and history 
of the Carson & Colorado Railroad. It is very well dane 
and makes a fine wall decoration, They are 50¢ postpaid 
from Paul Darrell, 1500 Chancellor, Richmond, California. 


Also available are earlier posters on the V&T, NCNG and 
D,SP & P. 
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Trolley Topics 





17 SAN DIEGO PCC CARS Seventeen of San Diego's PCC . 
SOLD TO EL PASO LINES cars have been sold to El Paso 

City Lines for use on that 
company's one remaining street car line which crosses 
into Mexico, The cars are being worked over in the 
Adams car house in San Diego with side seats replacing 
the cross seating, a headlight being added to the rear, 
and painting inside and out. The change in seating is 
required for adequate border inspection by customs and 
immigration men, The cars making the trip are: 502, 
503, 504, 506, 509, 511, 512, 513, 514, 516, 517, 518, 
519, 520, 523, 524 and 525, The cars will be shipped 
by SD&AE. and SP. Eleven other PCC's remain to be 
disposed of, -- Eric Sanders 


CITY OF LOS ANGELES BOARD The Los Angeles Public 
APPROVES PACIFIC ELECTRIC Utilities and Transportat- 
ABANDONMENT OF RAIL LINES ion Commission has approved 

plans of the Pacific Elect- 
ric for abandonment of rail service on the 
Baldwin Park, Pasadena Oak Knoll, Monrovia- 
Glendora, Sierra Madre and Echo Park lines, 
Also approved was abandonment of the North 
Hollywood-VanNuys line, the down-town portion 
of the Hollywood line (cars to be diverted 
to the subway). Abandonment of the Venice Shortline 
and San Vicente Blvd, lines was approved, though made 
conditional on a local bus service from Vineyard into 
town, The Newport Beach line was approved for aband- 
onment, but the commission refused to o,k, abandonment 
of the Santa Ana line, 

The Commission approved one-man operation of the 
Santa Monica, and Hollywood Bivd lines and diversion 
of the latter line into the subway, 

Also approved was the rerouting of the Sierra Vista 
and Watts local lines into the Sixth & Main terminal, 
These changes will remove most of the P.E, operations 
from down-town streets. 

All changes are subject to action of the State 
Utilities Commission, however City approval clears the 
way for a decision in favor of the company's proposals, 





PACIFIC ELECTRIC ROSTER SUPPLMENT Ira L. Swett has 
issued - yoo 

#2 to the Pacific Electric all-time roster. t has 

92 photos of old and new equipment and brings the 

roster up to date, It is well worth the $,50 asked 

for it. Write: INTERURBANS, 1414 South Westmoreland, 

Los Angeles 6, California, 
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LOCALS’ FAN TRIPS 


FUTURE EXCURSION DATES FOR 1950 





—— 
APRIL 16th - “Relive the Days" of the California Pacific 
with the boat trip to Vallejo and the train 
to the Vaca Valley. Fare $7.50 Reservat- 
ions frem Stanley Merritt, 836 Alma Avenue, 
Oakland, Calif.. Trip sponsored by the 
Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & Locomotive 
Historical Society. 
April 30th - An uncertain date for the last trip of the 
Virginia & Truckee, 
May 14-15 Western Pacific-Clover Valley Lumber trip 
Fare, including berth, expected to be under 
$25.00. Over the lumber line on the 14th 
and down the Feather River Canyon by day- 
light on the 15th. - Cal-Nevada R.R. Society. 
May 21st - Sacramento Railroad Boosters trip to Placer- 
ville from Sacramento, 
May 27-28 Butte County Fair Ass'n excursion via the 
Sacramento Northern, -Leave San Francisco 
(or Oakiand) Saturday, Return Sunday. Over- 
night at Chico, 
May 28th "Trip to Paradise" (Sterling City) in con- 
nection with above trip. Leave Chico Sunday 
morning to Sterling City and return in time 
for return connection for San Francisco, 
Operated by Pacific Coast Chapter R&LHS. 
June 10th McCloud River R.R. trip to Lookout by the 
Northern California Railroad Club. 

June 17-18 "Railroad Days" at Dunsmuir and Pacific 
Coast Region convention of Model Railroaders, 
Trip to Pondosa on McCloud River R.R. on 17th, 


August 13 Joint Railfan picnic at Big Trees using 
S.P.'s Suntan and chartering train for 
trip up the branch, 

September 2-3-4 Bay Area Electric R.R. Ass'n trip to 
Utah to visit Bamberger R.R. and SLG&W. 

September 17 Northern Cal's Northwestern Pacific trip 
to Sonoma, 

September 23-24 Joint Cal-Nevada and-R&LHS trip to 
Klamath Falls via S.P., G.N. and W.P,. 

October 22 Cal Nevad trip on the Sierra Railroad, 


eg TRIPS ARE SCHEDULED SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 


For up-to-date news and current developments on the 
railfan trips subscribe to THE WESTERN RAILROADER, The 
rate is Ten issues for a Dollar. See representitive on 
the excursion or send your dollar with your name and 
address to THE WESTERN RAILROADER, P.O. Box 668, San 
Mateo, California, 
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